
Pastor’s page: Celebrating the Eucharist (Finding Our Voice As a Church) 

During the opera season, when I was a student in the college seminary in Douglaston, Queens, I 
would make it a point to go to the Metropolitan Opera at Lincoln Center. For $10, I was able to 
stand in the rear of the orchestra. If I got lucky at intermission, a few dollars to the usher would 
allow me to find a seat in the orchestra and closer to the stage. By analogy, our celebration of 
Mass is closer to a symphony at Carnegie Hall than an opera performance at the Met. The 
presider at the Mass is more like a symphony conductor than a soloist in an opera. 

The whole assembly participating actively and fully engaged in the work of the Mass, is essential 
for fervent and transformative prayer. Baptized Catholics, drawn to Sunday worship, need to 
play their instrument, their God-given voice, in the worshiping assembly. God gave us voices for 
the primary reason of giving him praise, adoration and thanksgiving. How can we not give our 
voices back to the God of love; in a full throated chorus of exultation! 

A dear friend of mine is truly tone deaf. Yet she sings the hymns at Mass loudly and 
unselfconsciously. So should we all! The majority of singers around us, who are not off key, will 
make up for any dissonance. Every human voice matters. Every human being is blessed. 

The celebration of holy Mass does not belong to the presider. It is not ‘Father’s Mass’. The 
celebration belongs to the church, the whole people of God, and the body of Christ. It is Christ 
who celebrates the mass. It is Christ who breaks open the Word of God. It is Christ who 
transforms the gifts of bread and wine. It is Christ who feeds us with his body and blood. 

Jesus Christ has been using me as an ordained priest for 42 years, as an instrument of Christ’s 
saving grace. I am not worthy, but Christ has made me worthy; as he has made all baptized 
believers worthy of him. At Mass we are all expected to use our instruments; our voices and even 
our bodies in worship of the living God. 

The priest prays in ‘persona Christ’ (in the place or person of Christ). The priest does not offer 
the Mass, Jesus Christ does. It is the Lord Jesus who is opening the Scriptures for us; and who is 
breaking the bread, his body, and sharing the cup of his blood. It is Christ who baptizes through 
me. It is Christ who forgives sins and anoints the sick through me in spite of my sinfulness. He 
has made me worthy of doing this. But there is actually only one priest, the Lord Jesus Christ! 

By the gift of his grace, He has also made all who are baptized, worthy of Him, a priestly, 
prophetic, and kingly people. How can we not sing the praises of the Lord and give our whole 
selves to him in service of the gospel! 

When we gather for mass each week, we bring our whole selves into the assembly of God’s holy 
people. We take real ownership of the liturgical action. We invest ourselves fully and 
consciously in the prayers, the readings, the songs and processions to the altar. We offer 



ourselves along with the perfect one, Christ, the sacrificial victim. The Mass is not boring 
because we are actively engaged; body, mind and soul in liturgy, the work of the church. 

When the lector and preacher proclaim God’s Word with a deep love for that Word in a 
conviction that is evident to the listeners, hardened hearts are melted. Intelligently, clearly and 
forcefully proclaimed, the Word draws us into the mystery of love. 

St. Kilian’s worship space, our church building, is conducive to worship. It is large, beautiful, 
spacious and uplifting. But the space needs to be filled with the voices of all the instruments in 
the orchestra that are the Catholic people of God. The Word of God needs to be spoken more 
deliberately, and enunciated precisely and loudly, by lectors and clergy, especially because of 
our cathedral size worship space. When this happens, when all baptized believers give voice to 
their love for God in song and praise, the Holy Spirit and fire of love burns out our impurities. 
The Spirit of God present in our gathering purifies each of us of our prejudices and judgments, 
our anger and lack of forgiveness. That Spirit leads us to peace and reconciliation with those who 
are at odds with us. 

Great things will happen when we open our hearts and minds and freely cooperate. Great things 
happen when we do not resist the boundless love of God. When we give voice to God’s praises 
in a full throated chorus in a full church, such a joyous Mass celebrated week after week will 
change us dramatically; and draw others who have been inactive or lukewarm, back in to our 
assembly. 

Peace, Father Bruce 

 


